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beginning in rome around 600 bc latin became the language of the civilized world and
remained so for more than two millennia french spanish italian and romanian are among
its progeny and it provides the international vocabulary of law and life science no known
language including english itself enriched by latin words and phrases has achieved such
success and longevity tore janson tells its history from origins to present brilliantly
conceived and written with the same light touch as his bestselling history of languages a
natural history of latin is a masterpiece of adroit synthesis the author charts the
expansion of latin in the classical world its renewed importance in the middle ages and
its survival into modern times he shows how spoken and written latin evolved in different
places and its central role in european history and culture he ends with a concise latin
grammar and lists of latin words and phrases still in common use considered elitist and
irrelevant in the second half of the twentieth century and often even banned from
schools latin is now enjoying a huge revival of interest across europe the uk and the usa
tore janson offers persuasive arguments for its value and gives direct access to its
fascinating worlds past and present

this authoritative and highly browsable guide provides an enlightening account of the
meaning and history of latin words and phrases that have entered the english language
readers will find over 1000 phrases sayings mottoes and proverbs translated with
examples of usage and fascinating citations and explanations of their first occurrence a
detailed a z appendix lists all latin authors from augustine to virgil together with details
of their life and work a thematic index offers immediate access to the maxims and
phrases relating to such topics as death betrayal gossip love and money a dictionary of
latin words and phrases will be an entertaining and instructive source of information for
word lovers of all varieties from the crossword aficionado to speech writers historians
literature buffs the savvy general reader and anyone properly curious about latin s
influence on english

for additional complimentary materials on this topic please see the accompanying text
practice practice a latin via ovid workbook by norma goldman and michael rossi
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word order is not a subject anyone reading latin can afford to ignore apart from anything
else word order is what gets one from disjoint sentences to coherent text reading a
paragraph of latin without attention to the word order entails losing access to a whole
dimension of meaning or at best using inferential procedures to guess at what is actually
overtly encoded in the syntax this book begins by introducing the reader to the linguistic
concepts formalism and analytical techniques necessary for the study of latin word order
it then proceeds to present and analyze a representative selection of data in sufficient
detail for the reader to develop both an intuitive grasp of the often rather subtle
principles controlling latin word order and a theoretically grounded understanding of the
system that underlies it combining the rich empirical documentation of traditional
philological approaches with the deeper theoretical insight of modern linguistics this
work aims to reduce the intricate surface patterns of latin word order to a simple and
general crosscategorial system of syntactic structure which translates more or less
directly into constituents of pragmatic and semantic meaning
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